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Beacon Tree Families,  

Welcome back everyone! Our doors are open and it is great to have children 

filling our halls and classrooms. Throughout the building, students are becom-

ing acquainted with their new teachers and classmates, creating new friend-

ships and memories.  

Remember to utilize our website for the schedule of events! Our website ad-

dress is: http://beacontree.uticak12.org/ . On our website you will find other im-

portant information that I will be posting in the “From Mr. Ellis” section, as 

well as other fun things like our Spirit Wear Shop! If you are interested in some 

“All Star” Spirit Wear, please utilize the website 

www.beacontreespiritwear.com to grab some gear! We will be changing up 

some of the items throughout the year to reflect the seasons, so keep an eye out 

for some cool “swag”!  

Our Open House has been scheduled for Thursday, September 13th, at 7:00 pm. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to gather as a community and learn of the ex-

pectations for the 2018—2019 school year. We will be initially meeting in our 

gymnasium and then moving on to individual classrooms for classroom teacher 

presentations.  

I look forward to watching your children grow both socially and academically 

this year! The staff and I are ready to help all children reach their individual 

academic goals. You will see objectives and “targets” posted in classrooms 

identifying what is to be learned, and how well students have learned the con-

tent. Here at Beacon Tree, we are committed to utilizing these so that students 

know what the daily expectations are, and teachers receive immediate feedback 

on the comprehension levels of individual students.  

I hope that everyone has had a nice start to the school year! It is sure nice to 

have your children back at Beacon Tree!  

Respectfully, 
 

 

 

 

Mr. Ellis, Proud Principal 

https://twitter.com/BeaconTreeNow
http://beacontree.uticak12.org
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If  you need to contact us… 
 
Main Office   
 797-7300 
Absence Line  
 797-7399 
Child Care   
 797-7314 
Fax Machine   

    797-7301 

 

School Hours 
Grades K-6  9:00-3:50 p.m. 
Children will not be allowed to enter the building 
until 8:50 a.m. each morning.  Please help your 
children time their arrival accordingly.  Children who 
must arrive earlier need to be enrolled in our Child 
Care program.  Please contact the office for more 
information. 
 
 

Dismissal 
 
Should your child need to be dismissed early, 

please let their teacher know in advance if possi-

ble. It will be necessary for you to report to the of-

fice and sign your child out. Should your child re-

turn to school the same day it will be necessary to 

sign back in. 

 
Absences 
 
To report your child’s absence, please call our 

answering machine at 586-797-7399. When 

you place your call please clearly state your 

child’s name, teacher, reason for, and length of 

absence. The answering machine will take at-

tendance calls 24 hours a day.  
 
 

Emergency Contacts 
 
For the safety of all our students, it is important that 

we have emergency information on file in the office 

for each child.  This information will be sent home 

with the students on the first day of school.  Please 

return this information to your child’s teacher 

as soon as possible.  Also, if any information 

changes throughout the year please contact the 

office immediately. 

Curriculum Night 
Scheduled for Parents 
On September 13, 2018, at 7:00 pm Beacon 
Tree Elementary will host our Open House and 
classroom curriculum evening.  We hope all 
parents will plan to attend.  This is not an even-
ing designed for students.  Please make ar-
rangements to leave them at home.  The class-
room portion of the evening will be divided into 
two sessions, so you and/or spouse will be 
able to learn about this year’s program and 
class goals.  We are looking forward to seeing 
you on Thursday, September 13, 2018 
 
 

Smile Pretty! 
Student portraits for students in grades K-6 

and Beacon Tree’s preschool 

and nursery programs have 

been scheduled for Beacon 

Tree Elementary on:  

Wednesday, September 19 

2018. 

Those students wishing to purchase a color 

portrait package may do so by prepaying at the 

camera the day pictures are taken.  A wide va-

riety of packages will be offered.  Parents will 

receive a brochure to assist in making your se-

lection.  Portraits are fully guaranteed.   

All students will be photographed for the year-

book and school records.  Be sure to come 

suitably dressed and groomed to capture a pic-

ture that you will be proud of and cherish for 

years to come.  Yearbooks will be on sale in 

the spring.  Yearbooks are not included in 

picture packages but will be on sale in the 

spring. 

Photographs taken on picture day should be 

ready before the holidays. 

Retake day is scheduled for Thursday, Novem-

ber 1st. 

 



Lunch (11:50-1:25) 
 
Students may either bring their own lunch to 

school or purchase a hot lunch. 

Lunch w/ milk is $2.75. Stu-

dents may purchase just milk 

for 45 cents.  Please review 

the monthly hot lunch menu 

on Beacon Tree’s new web page under Par-

ents—Food Service Menu with your child.  

It is very important that students who wish to 

purchase hot lunch order the day before.  

New lunch schedule: Grades K-11:30-12:10, 

2nd-11:35-12:20, 5th-11:55-12:35, 1st-12:00-

12:40, 3rd-12:20-1:00, 6th-12:25-1:05, , 4th-

12:45-1:05.  All students will eat lunch for 20 

minutes before going out to lunch recess for 

20 minutes. 

 

 

Free and Reduced Lunch 
The www.lunchapp.com website is ready for 

student/parent use for the school year 2018-

2019. 

We STRONGLY encourage you to apply online 

this year using this website.  Please know that 

student lunches for students are available for 

free, or at a reduced price of 40 cents, for fami-

lies that qualify based on family size and in-

come. 

 
Nut Safe Rooms 
 
Should your child be placed in a nut safe 

room, there are a few simple things you can 

do to help us to ensure a safe environment 

for the student(s) with a nut allergy.  A letter 

will be sent home the first day of school to 

outline those items.  Most importantly we 

must require no homemade bake or com-

mercially prepared bakery treats to be 

brought to school. 

Breakfast is Served!     

A healthy, nutritious breakfast is a critical ingredi-
ent to the success of our students.  We are 
pleased to announce that the school breakfast 
program in our district is now being offered at our 
school.    The new offering is the result of the in-
creasing popularity of the program districtwide 
and the importance our families place on making 
sure that students are ready for their school day. 

Healthy choices include cereal, whole-grain 
breakfast bars, yogurt, fruit and milk in the ele-

mentary buildings.   Those 
choices, along with fresh-made 
hot breakfast sandwiches and 
other favorites are featured in 
the secondary build-
ings.   Fresh-made fruit 
smoothies are also available in 

the high schools. Breakfast is served in the cafe-
teria prior to the start of the school day.  For 
menu information and serving times at your stu-
dent’s school, please check the schools website 
or download the new app by searching Utica 
Community Schools at the App Store or Google 
Play.   

 
 
Healthy Eating 
 
Many teachers allow students to bring a snack 

each day. Brain research clearly shows that 

fresh healthy foods and water are beneficial to 

learning. When packing a snack for your child, 

please remember to make it a healthy snack, 

such as fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, protein 

snacks, crackers, as well as fresh water. 
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Outdoor Recess 
 
Because fresh air and exercise have been 

proven to aid in the physical and educational 

growth of children, each school has an out-

door recess program. It is important that chil-

dren wear appropriate clothing so they can go 

outside each recess. Generally, if a child is 

well enough to come to school, he/she can go 

outside for recess. Students will remain inside 

during inclement weather. 

 
Proper Dress 
 
We ask that you keep in mind that what children 

wear affects how they act during the school day. 

Please encourage your child to dress appropriate-

ly. Students are allowed to wear dress shorts of 

appropriate length at appropriate times of year 

where the weather cooperates. We discourage 

cut-offs, spandex and gym shorts. Also, flip-

flops, tank tops, halter-tops and cropped tops 

are not to be worn to school. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 
Background Check 

To protect students’ health, safety and welfare, 

every volunteer must have a Criminal Background 

form on file well in advance of volunteering their 

assistance at school or school-related events. 

UCS conducts criminal background checks on 

volunteers through the Michigan State Police. The 

form, which asks for basic information such as 

driver’s license number, is available through the 

office. 

Visitors 

In accordance with school district policy, everyone 

entering Beacon Tree must report to the office.  

Our office staff will be glad to help you out.  If you 

are volunteering you will need to sign in.  All visi-

tors will be given an identification badge to wear 

while inside Beacon Tree.  Your cooperation in 

this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Administration of  Medication 

Students sometimes need to take medication.  

Parents should administer medication to their chil-

dren at home.  In the event that is not possible, the 

school may administer either prescription or non-

prescription medicine – but only when authorized 

by the students parent/guardian and the child’s 

physician.  Requests must be made by completing 

an Authorization for Medication form, available 

from the school office.  The form must be signed 

by the child’s physician.  

 
Top Ten Reasons to Keep Your 
Child Home from School 

Fever over 99.0 F in the last 24 hours  

Vomiting in the last 24 hours 

Diarrhea in the last 24 hours 

Unexplained rash following a fever 

Open and draining lesion that is un-

treated 

Head lice and/or nits 

Uncontrolled cough 

Drainage from eyes 

Earache or discharge from ears 

Weekends and holidays! 

 
 
Parking Lot Safety 
The area along the curb in front of the school is a 

bus drop-off area and is also a fire route.  For the 

safety of our children and all our community, do 

not park or leave your car standing in this no park-

ing area, even during after-school and evening ac-

tivities. 
 

When picking up your child at the end of the day, 

please arrange a meeting place by the school en-

trance, then provide a safe escort to your car.  

With heavy pedestrian, bus, and car traffic, it is 

crucial that children remain next to adults while in 

the parking lot, and that cars and vans always look 

twice, then a third time before backing out of a 

space.  

                                   The Beacon Tree Broadcast       4 



                                   The Beacon Tree Broadcast       5 

Scheduling Appointments with 
Teachers 
 
Our teachers at Beacon Tree are always glad to 

meet with you. If you would like to meet with 

them before or after school, please make an ap-

pointment, as their schedules usually do not al-

low for unplanned conferences. We ask that you 

please call or send in a note for an appointment 

so that it is not necessary to interrupt the stu-

dent’s instructional time during the school day. 

 
Automated Telephone 

Alert System in Place 
for UCS Parents 
 
The Utica Community Schools is taking ad-

vantage of technology innovations by using an 

automated telephone notification system for staff 

and parents. The system is used to announce 

emergency school closings such as those related 

to weather. Individual buildings also use it for pe-

riodic school-specific updates and reminders. 
 

Please make sure that your child’s emergency 

contact information is up-to-date to assure you 

receive these important updates. 
 
The district will continue to utilize local media, 

UCS-TV cable stations 15/22 and the district 

website, www.uticak12.org to keep parents ap-
prised of closings. 

 

In addition, Mr. Ellis will use the automated sys-

tem to inform the community of Beacon Tree 

events. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position:  

Lunchroom Supervisor 

 

Days:  Part time or substitute 

 

Pay:  Some, but not as much 
as you’re worth 

 

Benefits:  

1.Being looked up to by all 
those  

smiling faces. 
 

 2. Being considered a  
HERO by the office staff   

        
3. Unlimited hugs 

 

4. Your own personal whistle 

 

 5. Fresh air and exercise on 
a  

daily basis 
 

 






